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Dear Colleagues 
  
Opioid prescriptions 
Public Health England has published a review on prescribed medicines this week. The findings show 
that 5m people in Britain have been prescribed opioids every year, or one in eight of the adult 
population.  Commenting, Andrew Green, BMA Council member and previous GPC prescribing lead, 
said: “To reduce prescription levels, we need significant investment in support services; this will 
enable patients and GPs to manage dependencies in the community. GPs will often be the sole 
clinicians who are often managing a patient’s withdrawal, and there is a real need for better clinical 
guidance in this respect. We are glad that NICE is in the process of developing these. While there 
remains a place for prescribing these drugs, we need many more alternatives to medication, such as 
pain clinics, improved access to mental health services, and physiotherapy – the universal provision 
of which are all lacking.” Read the full statement here.  A link to the review is here, and a blog about 
it here. 
Tom Yerburgh, deputy lead for GPC’s clinical and prescribing policy group, was interviewed on BBC 
You and Yours radio (about 23 mins in). It was also reported in the Times, the Telegraph, iNews, 
Mail, Metro, BMJ, Pulse, OnMedica and Nursing Times. I did an interview for Radio Aire on the 
subject. 
  
No deal Brexit warnings 
Last week the BMA published a briefing highlighting the dangers of a no deal Brexit and a member-
focused resource, information for doctors if there is a no deal Brexit, which includes information on 
how to prepare for medicine shortages. The government has now published the ‘Operation 
yellowhammer’ document, which confirms our warnings on a ‘no deal’ Brexit. In response to this, 
Chaand Nagpaul, BMA Chair of Council, said “This alarming document reinforces the BMA’s stark 
warnings about the devastating impact a ‘no deal’ Brexit could have, and vindicates those doctors 
who have had the courage to speak out on the risks that crashing out of the EU without a deal poses 
to the NHS, patients and the wider health of the UK.” Read the full statement here. 
 
I was interviewed on a number of regional radio stations about the Yellowhammer report, including 
BBC Three Counties and Heart Yorkshire, where I said the BMA had 'acute concerns' over medicine 
supplies in the event of a no deal and called on the Government to offer reassurances that access to 
essential medicines will not be disrupted.  Listen to the interview here (from the 25 minute mark). 
The BMA's response was covered by BBC News, the Guardian, the Daily Mirror (print), the Evening 
Standard, and in news bulletins across dozens of regional and national commercial radio stations. 
   
Medicine shortages 
The Daily Mail reported about drug shortages, suggesting that Brexit is not to blame. In response to 
this story, Farah Jameel, GPC England Executive team member commented “I’ve definitely noticed 
an increase in the number of drugs that we’re short of. Some, but not all, patients can be switched 
from one drug to another that works in an equivalent way. But this requires time and resources, 
placing extra demand on doctors and pharmacists.’ Read the full article here. 
  
Flu vaccinations in GP practices – MDU position on indemnity 
Following concerns raised about indemnity cover provided for the provision of flu immunisations to 
practice staff we have been in discussion with NHS England, Public Health England and the MDOs. 
The Medical Defence Union have provided the following statement about indemnity for flu 
vaccination of staff in GP practices: 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fprescribed-medicines-review-report&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417488631&sdata=ziaikXiz9IC0Uqxd0hz%2FJItZHLA2%2FEY%2FK1BkdCeT3tg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fprescribed-medicines-review-report&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417488631&sdata=ziaikXiz9IC0Uqxd0hz%2FJItZHLA2%2FEY%2FK1BkdCeT3tg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bma.org.uk/news/media-centre/press-releases/2019/september/phe-report-underlines-support-needed-for-patients-suffering-with-prescription-drug-dependence
https://www.bma.org.uk/news/media-centre/press-releases/2019/september/phe-report-underlines-support-needed-for-patients-suffering-with-prescription-drug-dependence
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fprescribed-medicines-review-report&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417498638&sdata=WHV3LFN2o0hzfpf5dzZDMOdgASLpnHjQTwtjULLG%2B7I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fprescribed-medicines-review-report&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417498638&sdata=WHV3LFN2o0hzfpf5dzZDMOdgASLpnHjQTwtjULLG%2B7I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk%2F2019%2F09%2F10%2Fmoving-forward-from-the-prescription-medicines-review%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417498638&sdata=CHD3PD11MAaDEr%2FnI7Q90TLKuqKfSbzj1DPPBVOjHPw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk%2F2019%2F09%2F10%2Fmoving-forward-from-the-prescription-medicines-review%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417498638&sdata=CHD3PD11MAaDEr%2FnI7Q90TLKuqKfSbzj1DPPBVOjHPw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fsounds%2Fplay%2Fm00088mr&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417508646&sdata=BaVC%2BhNytKk2pUGuZSFY2P2lSuQl5c3AZbSoLn0GiKA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fsounds%2Fplay%2Fm00088mr&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417508646&sdata=BaVC%2BhNytKk2pUGuZSFY2P2lSuQl5c3AZbSoLn0GiKA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fsounds%2Fplay%2Fm00088mr&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417508646&sdata=BaVC%2BhNytKk2pUGuZSFY2P2lSuQl5c3AZbSoLn0GiKA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fsounds%2Fplay%2Fm00088mr&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417508646&sdata=BaVC%2BhNytKk2pUGuZSFY2P2lSuQl5c3AZbSoLn0GiKA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetimes.co.uk%2Farticle%2Fone-in-eight-britons-now-on-prescription-opioids-8x2r2zv7g&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417508646&sdata=zmFBdovmAdrjg8OBOXfck2RbrQXktTLXE3%2B7g%2Bdthwg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetimes.co.uk%2Farticle%2Fone-in-eight-britons-now-on-prescription-opioids-8x2r2zv7g&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417508646&sdata=zmFBdovmAdrjg8OBOXfck2RbrQXktTLXE3%2B7g%2Bdthwg%3D&reserved=0
https://canvas.vuelio.co.uk/%20https:/www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/09/07/britain-facing-opioid-crisis-middle-aged-women-fuelling-60-per/
https://canvas.vuelio.co.uk/%20https:/www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/09/07/britain-facing-opioid-crisis-middle-aged-women-fuelling-60-per/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finews.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fhealth%2Fopioid-crisis-uk-addiction-prescriptions-painkillers-doctors-warning%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C1%7C637039883417518654&sdata=%2F51%2F0S%2BTP2JPrKr2tJEiLqAS1iNQTKpGabGITb68Ih0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finews.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fhealth%2Fopioid-crisis-uk-addiction-prescriptions-painkillers-doctors-warning%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C1%7C637039883417518654&sdata=%2F51%2F0S%2BTP2JPrKr2tJEiLqAS1iNQTKpGabGITb68Ih0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fnews%2Farticle-7440215%2FBritain-risks-style-opioid-crisis-FIVE-million-adults-prescriptions.html&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417518654&sdata=bcTJfoKLE8V3gSJWw%2BpCNkrN9aynE87G49%2BxHrJWRE0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fnews%2Farticle-7440215%2FBritain-risks-style-opioid-crisis-FIVE-million-adults-prescriptions.html&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417518654&sdata=bcTJfoKLE8V3gSJWw%2BpCNkrN9aynE87G49%2BxHrJWRE0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmetro.co.uk%2F2019%2F09%2F10%2Fhealth-watchdog-warns-12-million-given-potentially-addictive-drugs-10716407%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417528661&sdata=VsrXPha72YYiKooZhR3S79p03yc737x4CH7JMEwcMIM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmetro.co.uk%2F2019%2F09%2F10%2Fhealth-watchdog-warns-12-million-given-potentially-addictive-drugs-10716407%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417528661&sdata=VsrXPha72YYiKooZhR3S79p03yc737x4CH7JMEwcMIM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmetro.co.uk%2F2019%2F09%2F10%2Fhealth-watchdog-warns-12-million-given-potentially-addictive-drugs-10716407%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417528661&sdata=VsrXPha72YYiKooZhR3S79p03yc737x4CH7JMEwcMIM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmetro.co.uk%2F2019%2F09%2F10%2Fhealth-watchdog-warns-12-million-given-potentially-addictive-drugs-10716407%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417528661&sdata=VsrXPha72YYiKooZhR3S79p03yc737x4CH7JMEwcMIM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pulsetoday.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fclinical-news%2Fone-in-four-adults-prescribed-addictive-medicines-says-phe-review%2F20039369.article&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417538669&sdata=TyXMtL5toVv6rZB3PYBMD3F7J43xIEmYVMTGrlj7qG0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pulsetoday.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fclinical-news%2Fone-in-four-adults-prescribed-addictive-medicines-says-phe-review%2F20039369.article&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417538669&sdata=TyXMtL5toVv6rZB3PYBMD3F7J43xIEmYVMTGrlj7qG0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.onmedica.com%2FnewsArticle.aspx%3Fid%3D80624278-881f-4f1a-8afa-34ca8b38b8a4&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C1%7C637039883417538669&sdata=3uHqHrY0p%2BPbT4HK28WXaY4khiJFJPBgD7j7iPyocno%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.onmedica.com%2FnewsArticle.aspx%3Fid%3D80624278-881f-4f1a-8afa-34ca8b38b8a4&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C1%7C637039883417538669&sdata=3uHqHrY0p%2BPbT4HK28WXaY4khiJFJPBgD7j7iPyocno%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nursingtimes.net%2Fnews%2Fpolicies-and-guidance%2Fprescribing-guidelines-addictive-medication-not-always-followed-10-09-2019%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417548681&sdata=lmAn9PEVV4dIDpd%2FECGOq7W8LwtFPcGV5a8cYUCcEdE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nursingtimes.net%2Fnews%2Fpolicies-and-guidance%2Fprescribing-guidelines-addictive-medication-not-always-followed-10-09-2019%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417548681&sdata=lmAn9PEVV4dIDpd%2FECGOq7W8LwtFPcGV5a8cYUCcEdE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/influence/europe/brexit/health-service-on-the-brink
https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/influence/europe/brexit/health-service-on-the-brink
https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/influence/europe/brexit/information-for-doctors-no-deal-brexit?utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=10856461_NEW26A1%20GP%20ENEWSLETTER%20050919&utm_content=info%20for%20doctors%20if%20there%20is%20a%20no%20deal%20Brexit&dm_t=0,0,0,0,0
https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/influence/europe/brexit/information-for-doctors-no-deal-brexit?utm_source=The%20British%20Medical%20Association&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=10856461_NEW26A1%20GP%20ENEWSLETTER%20050919&utm_content=info%20for%20doctors%20if%20there%20is%20a%20no%20deal%20Brexit&dm_t=0,0,0,0,0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fgovernment-response-to-humble-address-motion&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417548681&sdata=fSyk7c%2BsOzq90rbz%2FfbavDfyGszE8EH6NzhybtIVLtQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fgovernment-response-to-humble-address-motion&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417548681&sdata=fSyk7c%2BsOzq90rbz%2FfbavDfyGszE8EH6NzhybtIVLtQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fgovernment-response-to-humble-address-motion&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417548681&sdata=fSyk7c%2BsOzq90rbz%2FfbavDfyGszE8EH6NzhybtIVLtQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fgovernment-response-to-humble-address-motion&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417548681&sdata=fSyk7c%2BsOzq90rbz%2FfbavDfyGszE8EH6NzhybtIVLtQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bma.org.uk/news/media-centre/press-releases/2019/september/alarming-yellowhammer-document-confirms-bmas-stark-warnings-on-no-deal-brexit
https://www.bma.org.uk/news/media-centre/press-releases/2019/september/alarming-yellowhammer-document-confirms-bmas-stark-warnings-on-no-deal-brexit
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fsounds%2Fplay%2Fp07l10gn&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417558684&sdata=uDMDMXNN3Qb0fCN%2BOfOgk7eC10FhBkq6tcKyL3O6sLE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fsounds%2Fplay%2Fp07l10gn&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417558684&sdata=uDMDMXNN3Qb0fCN%2BOfOgk7eC10FhBkq6tcKyL3O6sLE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuk-politics-49670123&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417558684&sdata=DCKwDlxpObyUx0s8K4REamQEUE13O9NoN7iRKSi0lOg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuk-politics-49670123&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417558684&sdata=DCKwDlxpObyUx0s8K4REamQEUE13O9NoN7iRKSi0lOg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fpolitics%2Fblog%2Flive%2F2019%2Fsep%2F11%2Fbrexit-latest-news-public-would-not-benefit-from-hearing-official-worst-case-no-deal-assumptions-says-leadsom-live-news&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417568692&sdata=gjSYK7WLY3zbuPtYeFNnP90hYtI0epuOslftbOH%2BWTk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fpolitics%2Fblog%2Flive%2F2019%2Fsep%2F11%2Fbrexit-latest-news-public-would-not-benefit-from-hearing-official-worst-case-no-deal-assumptions-says-leadsom-live-news&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417568692&sdata=gjSYK7WLY3zbuPtYeFNnP90hYtI0epuOslftbOH%2BWTk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.standard.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2Flabour-urges-parliament-recall-after-nodeal-brexit-papers-released-a4234651.html&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417568692&sdata=iGc9sidRjq68g8nUc9IAczhBILydcDfUCSPIp7JlEqY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.standard.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2Flabour-urges-parliament-recall-after-nodeal-brexit-papers-released-a4234651.html&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417568692&sdata=iGc9sidRjq68g8nUc9IAczhBILydcDfUCSPIp7JlEqY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.standard.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2Flabour-urges-parliament-recall-after-nodeal-brexit-papers-released-a4234651.html&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417568692&sdata=iGc9sidRjq68g8nUc9IAczhBILydcDfUCSPIp7JlEqY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.standard.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2Flabour-urges-parliament-recall-after-nodeal-brexit-papers-released-a4234651.html&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417568692&sdata=iGc9sidRjq68g8nUc9IAczhBILydcDfUCSPIp7JlEqY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fhealth%2Farticle-7438875%2FWhy-Brexit-isnt-reason-NHS-drug-shortages.html&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417578700&sdata=EaSJ0HqqeGuy4CX1TaB57p1ILuXrdD2xe9rOtn3VIzo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fhealth%2Farticle-7438875%2FWhy-Brexit-isnt-reason-NHS-drug-shortages.html&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417578700&sdata=EaSJ0HqqeGuy4CX1TaB57p1ILuXrdD2xe9rOtn3VIzo%3D&reserved=0


“Our current position on flu vaccinations is that we understand some practices may find it easier to 
provide flu vaccinations for staff themselves and want to help them to do that.  We make no extra 
charge for indemnity for members whose practices provide flu vaccinations to staff as this is already 
within the benefits of membership for GP members. We encourage members who want to administer 
flu vaccinations to staff to contact us and advise the following: We advise members administering flu 
vaccinations to staff to follow their normal procedures for dealing with unregistered patients and to 
ensure they make a full assessment of each staff member’s suitability for the vaccine, for example, 
ruling out contraindications.  Consent should be obtained in the usual way as for registered 
patients.  Notes should be kept and, assuming the staff member agrees, their normal registered GP 
should be advised that they have had the vaccination.” We will update further on this next week. 
   
Public Accounts Committee Investigation into NHSPS 
Following publication of the NAO report into NHSPS in June, the PAC- a powerful committee of MPs 
scrutinising public spending- heard from senior officials at NHSPS, NHSE and the DHSC who 
answered questions on how the Service is managed and what action can be taken to improve how it 
manages its tenants. The BMA submitted written evidence to the committee highlighting the 
significant increases to service charges to GP practices without their agreement and the impact this 
is having on the profession. We were concerned by comments made by NHSPS during the hearing in 
relation to the BMA’s position on GP leases. NHSPS stated that a template lease was agreed with the 
BMA which we shared, but subsequently ‘retracted’ support for. This is not the case. The BMA did 
and continues to support the principle of lease agreements between NHSPS and practices, and 
continue to host the lease template letter on our website . We have written to the committee to 
highlight this inaccuracy. The session is available to view online. Practices should be mindful that the 
BMA are proceeding with legal action to address historical charges. Practices should ensure that in 
reaching any agreement independently of this they do not put themselves at risk of any future 
liability or compromise their future position.  
  
PCN premises requirements for additional workforce 
A number of queries have highlighted the issue of practices requiring additional space for Primary 
Care Network activities. As a Direct Enhanced Service of the GMS contract, Primary Care Networks 
are an extension of GP practices. The same rules should apply for PCN staff and premises 
requirements as for GMS. Any space utilised to provide PCN services should be treated as GMS space 
and treated similarly for rent reimbursements. If you have any further queries on this issue please 
contact info.lmcqueries@bma.org.uk 
  
EMIS issues 
Following reports of problems with EMIS, the EMIS team has advised that there have been several 
issues in the last 7-10 days within the BT network affecting access to various suppliers’ clinical 
systems – including, but not limited to, EMIS. There have been no availability issues from the EMIS 
Web data centre during this period. NHS Digital has been working with BT to address and prevent 
these issues occurring in the future. 
  
LMC Conference England – submitting motions 
A reminder that the deadline for LMCs to input motions for the LMC England Conference is Noon, 
Friday 20 September 2019 – submit via this link. If you have forgotten your username and / or 
password, please email info.lmcconference@bma.org.uk for a reminder or for help in setting up a 
new account. Read the blog on writing motions here. 
 
The registration form for representatives by 11 October 2019. More information is available on the 
LMC Conference webpage. 
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September Medicine Supply Update  
Please find attached the monthly supply update for September from the Department of Health and 
Social Care. There are also supply issues affecting capsaicin cream, mianserin tablets and tiagabine 
tablets for which additional communications have been prepared and already sent to primary care 
and community pharmacy teams for cascade to GPs and community pharmacies.  
 
The table below provides a summary (the attachments referred to in the table below, have been 
emailed out to LMCs in a separate email): 
 

Medicine Out of 
stock until 

Alternatives 
(NB FP10 prescriptions 
must indicate that a 
special is 
required/prescribed by 
the GP) 

Clinical advice and further information   

Mianserin 
10mg and 
30mg tablets 

End of 
December 
2019 

Unlicensed imports 
available 

Advice for prescribing for patients for whom 
unlicensed imports are not appropriate see 
attachment. 

Tiagabine 
5mg, 10mg 
and 15mg 
tablets 

End of 
October 
2019 

Some 10mg tablets 
available (see 
attachment) 
Unlicensed imports 
available 

Patients for whom unlicensed imports are 
not appropriate should be referred to 
secondary care. For more information see 
attachment. 

Capsaicin 
(Axsain) 
0.075% Cream 
and Capsaicin 
(Zacin) 0.025% 
cream. 

At least 
November 
2019 

Unlicensed imports 
available 

Advice for prescribing for patients for whom 
unlicensed imports are not appropriate is 
available at: 
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/shortage-
of-capsaicin-cream-zacin-and-axsain/ 
For more information see attachment. 

Adrenaline 1 
in 1000, 1ml 
ampoules 

Limited 
supplies 
currently 
available 
with 
additional 
good 
volumes of 
stock 
arriving 
later this 
week and 
early next. 

Adrenaline for anaphylaxis kits  
Some healthcare professionals may be holding Emerade, or other 
Adrenaline Auto-Injectors (AAIs), in preference to adrenaline 
ampoules, to treat anaphylactic reactions; this should not be 
necessary.  
 
All healthcare professionals providing services where anaphylaxis 
treatment may be required, including but not exclusive to flu 
vaccination services, should have the competency to draw up and 
administer intramuscular adrenaline from ampoules with a normal 
syringe and needle.  
 
Due to the current shortage of Emerade devices, we ask that, 
when renewing the adrenaline in your anaphylaxis kits, all staff are 
alerted to please stock ampoules (ensuring you also include dosing 
charts, needles and syringes) and not AAIs.  
 
The Green Book and Resuscitation Council guidance provides 
additional advice to healthcare professionals on the use of 
adrenaline in response to anaphylaxis. Pharmacists providing 
vaccination services may also wish to refer to PSNC FAQs. There is 
an expectation that healthcare professionals should use adrenaline 
ampoules in preference to Emerade or similar devices. 
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BMA report: vision for the future of the NHS  
The BMA published Caring supportive collaborative: Doctors’ vision for change in the NHS yesterday, 
which outlines the changes needed to ensure safeguarding patient care, making the NHS a great 
place to work and transform services for the better. It draws on the experience and expertise of our 
members across all branches of medical practice in the UK.  
The report sets out specific recommendations aimed at government and NHS bodies, including: 

• radically changing the way patient safety incidents are investigated so that they are seen as 
an opportunity to improve future care rather than assigning blame 

• new legislation in England to create much clearer lines of accountability for safe staffing in 
line with recent developments in Scotland 

• investing in IT systems that work across different parts of the NHS, so that patient 
information can be securely shared between clinicians and with patients 

• underpinning these changes with sufficient resources by reversing the underfunding that has 
left the NHS in crisis over the last decade.  

Some of the changes demand the immediate attention of government and MPs, set out in an 
accompanying manifesto document. 
  
Access review events 
NHS England are holding regional events about the access review: 
 
London and South East regions 
Wednesday 18 September 2019 (10.00am – 4.00pm), 
etc.venues Fenchurch Street, 8 Fenchurch Place, London, EC3M 4PB 
 
South West region 
Thursday 19 September 2019 (10.00am – 4.00pm) 
Mercure Bristol Holland House Hotel, Redcliffe Hill, Bristol, BS1 6SQ  
For more information, see www.england.nhs.uk/accessreview 
  
Integrated urgent care: Direct booking roadshow 
NHS England and NHS improvement, via PCC, are also running a number of free integrated urgent 
care events focused on supporting practices with direct booking from NHS 111: 
London, 10 October 2019, Amba Hotel Marble Arch https://www.pccevents.co.uk/2252  
Birmingham 14 October 2019, Birmingham Botanical Gardens https://www.pccevents.co.uk/2253  
Leeds, 22 October 2019, Cloth Hall Court, Well Met https://www.pccevents.co.uk/2254  
London, 28 October 2019, Mary Ward House https://www.pccevents.co.uk/2255  
South West, 29 October 2019, Bristol Marriott https://www.pccevents.co.uk/2256  
Manchester area, 20 November 2019, The Midland Hotel https://www.pccevents.co.uk/2257 
  
Read the latest GPC newsletter here. 
  
Read the latest Sessional GPs newsletter here 
  
Have a good weekend 
  
Richard 
 
 
 

https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/policy-and-research/nhs-structure-and-delivery/future-vision-for-the-nhs/future-vision-for-the-nhs-upcoming-events
https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/policy-and-research/nhs-structure-and-delivery/future-vision-for-the-nhs/future-vision-for-the-nhs-upcoming-events
https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/policy-and-research/nhs-structure-and-delivery/future-vision-for-the-nhs/caring-supportive-collaborative-manifesto
https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/policy-and-research/nhs-structure-and-delivery/future-vision-for-the-nhs/caring-supportive-collaborative-manifesto
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Faccessreview&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C1%7C637039883417618730&sdata=oH%2BASC2smWsFCONKXGoocdJqi4zwrnZza%2BO8iQjMydM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Faccessreview&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C1%7C637039883417618730&sdata=oH%2BASC2smWsFCONKXGoocdJqi4zwrnZza%2BO8iQjMydM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccevents.co.uk%2F2252&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C1%7C637039883417628738&sdata=9Bu2znJUzND29Rtg4g4NSwJAIZxsWtB%2FZHnICnMZ8sw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccevents.co.uk%2F2252&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C1%7C637039883417628738&sdata=9Bu2znJUzND29Rtg4g4NSwJAIZxsWtB%2FZHnICnMZ8sw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccevents.co.uk%2F2253&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417628738&sdata=LTOUK8KmkThWBr30MTvca%2Bz5MNH1EzZuHnQUgGuYi18%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccevents.co.uk%2F2253&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417628738&sdata=LTOUK8KmkThWBr30MTvca%2Bz5MNH1EzZuHnQUgGuYi18%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccevents.co.uk%2F2254&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417628738&sdata=3FMUk%2Bb79QXTxHPIjrXOrFZ9Y%2FK%2FSTfdH4YbrU3DunA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccevents.co.uk%2F2254&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417628738&sdata=3FMUk%2Bb79QXTxHPIjrXOrFZ9Y%2FK%2FSTfdH4YbrU3DunA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccevents.co.uk%2F2255&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417638745&sdata=nbrHisHHxdCOYIEtE%2B5UiQAynft%2FOOE1%2B87wRgNNJVI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccevents.co.uk%2F2255&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417638745&sdata=nbrHisHHxdCOYIEtE%2B5UiQAynft%2FOOE1%2B87wRgNNJVI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccevents.co.uk%2F2256&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417638745&sdata=rmmiXucT1jIsNuS01N%2B7OILk5K2ltoiLlPiAgX2zVTk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccevents.co.uk%2F2256&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417638745&sdata=rmmiXucT1jIsNuS01N%2B7OILk5K2ltoiLlPiAgX2zVTk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccevents.co.uk%2F2257&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417648753&sdata=xmuBmL4sU4T6tBF3knA6upftG7E%2FvEEGoOsAkarb8rU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccevents.co.uk%2F2257&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C0%7C637039883417648753&sdata=xmuBmL4sU4T6tBF3knA6upftG7E%2FvEEGoOsAkarb8rU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbma-mail.org.uk%2Ft%2FJVX-6H163-1BJCJOU46E%2Fcr.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C1%7C637039883417648753&sdata=P54U2a32EuBb0gXTkhb4liNVYbWB6OBEbBAduKKLT7M%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbma-mail.org.uk%2Ft%2FJVX-6H163-1BJCJOU46E%2Fcr.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C1%7C637039883417648753&sdata=P54U2a32EuBb0gXTkhb4liNVYbWB6OBEbBAduKKLT7M%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbma-mail.org.uk%2Ft%2FJVX-6H3X2-1BJCJOU46E%2Fcr.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C1%7C637039883417658761&sdata=XUF4tJPf1VweL33NkTij9K11kFy2UR%2BcVOWMruoo1h4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbma-mail.org.uk%2Ft%2FJVX-6H3X2-1BJCJOU46E%2Fcr.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CCOhman%40bma.org.uk%7Cd5fd4dbc44d14f3e102c08d7386605d6%7Cbf448ebee65f40e69e3133fdaa412880%7C0%7C1%7C637039883417658761&sdata=XUF4tJPf1VweL33NkTij9K11kFy2UR%2BcVOWMruoo1h4%3D&reserved=0

